CAMPUS MINISTRY 
1. PRAY:  Pray for campus ministry in the your district; for campus ministries around our Synod; for Lutheran Student Fellowship (LSF), our national university student organization; for ISM, Inc. serving international students; and for students from your congregation who are in the middle of their university experience.  It is a time of spiritual challenge with many daily temptations.  Much of what was learned from childhood through parents and the local congregation will be challenged, and in some cases, ridiculed.
2. NAMES:  Have the church secretary or an LWML representative annually send the names of the young people of the congregation who are attending a university.  The Lutheran Annual lists campus ministries from across the U.S.  Send the student names (addresses are not needed) to the campus ministry/contact congregation nearest the university.
3. STAY IN CONTACT:  Keep in touch with members away at college.  Anything that says, “We love you and we care about you” is welcome news, and will surely be appreciated by the college student – even if he/she may not explicitly express his/her appreciation. Put your members who are away at college on your congregation’s prayer chain, and let students know that they are being prayed for by name.  Send an occasional “care package” with appropriate goodies and a personal note (home made cookies are great!)
4. CAMPUS MINISTRY MISSION SUNDAY:  The campuses of our nation are among the largest of mission fields in the U.S. (16 million domestic students and 725,000 international students).  Upwards of 70% of these American students are unchurched; many international students have never before had an opportunity to hear of Jesus.  College may just be the time when the right questions arte raised to arouse spiritual hunger.  Help the “people in the pew” to understand this great opportunity.  Support campus work prayerfully, and financially, if the Lord so moves you.  It is appreciated.
5. GET INFORMED:  If your congregation is located near a campus ministry, invite the pastor or campus worker over to start with the congregation what is “goin’ on” on campus.  This will help to build bridges – especially between high school youth and the ministries located where they might one day pursue their own higher education.
6. YOU’RE NEAR A CAMPUS?  Develop some kind of welcome and outreach to students on your campus.  A brochure, a sign outside the church, an outreach team with a focus on students, a welcome in the campus newspaper, or some indication of interest will go a long way in helping students to feel comfortable in the congregation.  For the sake of students, at least make a genuine effort to connect with the campus.
7. SENDING SERVICE:  Some years ago, Rev. Robert Lange, the LCMS campus ministry counselor, put together a “sending service” for use before students head off to college.  This service could become an annual June or August tradition before students head off for the campus.  The congregation sends the students off as their representatives in a marvelous campus mission field (missionaries).  The service helps students understand the important task of sharing the love of Jesus on campus.  That service (and additional resources) is available at www.lcma.info under “resources.”
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